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Pugle by Gowr gt Baumonn
A werning sign is posted along the riding ring sres of Ihe Meyersville Horse Farm. The site, off White Bridge
Road, fermerly was 3 gypsum company landfil
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Owners fear losing horse farm
as EPA delays asbestos cleanup

By DORY DEVLIN

The owners of the Meyersville Horse Farm sa
lederal En':ummnlal l't'u:"dn; :::nq’s handling
asbesios cleanup on (heir e Road propest
cost them Ib::"uw d

Alter the EI'A came inte the Passaic Towmship
manity of ille in late August and clased Dave
Jeyce Majov's siding ring, erigimally a Natienal Gy
landiill, agency olficials premised & new ring wou!
e rceese e 7l i omed brocs of beke

the moil
parts'of the harse oy, bowever, the ageary has
Majors said.
“They want pere telerance, and thal's just oot fessible,”
said Dave llarx.
“Rasically, what they are doing in 2 round about way ks
putting us out of buniness.” added his wile
Hichard Camll, an FPA spokesman, sald the agency
csanot approve anatber ring because no measure of accept-
sble levels of asbestos i snil has been set. An FPA tash
force in Washinglon is working on just thal, bul has mol
agreed o 2 hmil. Cahill said
“We are very 'g"l‘"“"* 1o them,” Cahill said refer-
er
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1o the Majors. “We re trying lo expedite (his by staying
mu' of 1he people in headquariers™ whe will establish the
salely levels.

Jeyce Major, however, said (hat explanation is hard to
swallow.

“How can (hey clote us down in the lirsl place if they
sever established acceptable levels™ she asked. The agen-
cy'e uwrlable asbesinn levels lor lnside workers are higher

‘n he {ests revealed exist in the soil autside (he ring, she

The Majors, who have lived on the property 20 years.
are critical of the EI'A berawse the agency exprdied the
soil tests, performed 3 month agn, 0 2 new Ting could he
consirucied, but then hacked away once the sampling was
compicted.

Based on the EI'A’s original plans, lhe Majors (oid
their 20 boarders a new ring would be npen by Mmtmr

' No;."m'l:.n‘:a Mﬂ mﬂ’ 1l 2 mew ring will be estab.
wi| credibibity with thewr ewntom.
ers, all of whom have stayed pul 3o [ar '

“They are desiroying us.” Dave Major 33id. The couple
ummmmmmm—mn %
anlification that anbeston was found on the prepey the
Oct. 26 letler saying anciber tiding area
sructed.

The ring Heell is covered with 2 white geolentile tar-
P“lin anchored with hundreds of sandhags. Signs reading
‘Nanger. Asbestos Area hang on the lence blocking olf the
areca

Underneath lie the remaing of 2 landlill created by
National Gypsum, which produced cement ashe<ios siding
and rooling sheels on a nearhy Millinglon site from 1951 to
1973. That site is mow on the federal superfund hst targeted
lor hatardows waste clcanup. When airborme, asbestos is
hazardous.

The EPA also has laken sieps al another Meyersville
properiy en New Vernon Hoad to mitigale Ihe psrsence of
asbestos. A barm with asbesina shingles has been removed
and (he driveway was covered with asphall, Cahill said
Addilionally. the heuse, garage and an apariment on ihe
'mrny. a{so home (0 2 (ree service business, were cleaned
wilh a special vacwam, be sad.
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